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~ 
TO ALL PHILHEAL TH MEMBERS, ACCREDITED 

PROVIDERS, PHILHEALTH REGIONAL OFFICES (PROs), 
AND ALL OTHERS CONCERNED 

SUBJECT Exemption of Cataract Surgery to the Rule on Single Period of 
Confinement 

The Rule on Single:: Period or Con linemt·n t (SPC) \V:I S de,·iset.l tCJ ass ure that ljll:tl ir~· care is 

prm·itlctlto pntienHnembcr~ or t.lep.eudc:n ts of Phi!J Lcalth. lr specifically describes thnt re;tdmissions 

w ithin CJ() c.lnys of a procedure or confinemen l is high! ~· t.liscoumged and must be ;t\·oit.letl by hm·ing 

hcn lrh cnre institutions provide complete, optimum c;~rc to p;~ ti enrs prior rn discharge. The Rule nb11 

serves to prevent gaming of prm·iders that discharge patient~ only to renlmit them within a rc\\' tl a~ s 

in urd er to access payments rrom Philll eal th. 

lJ oweVCl', SUCh rule:: has its limita tions when it comes to Concepts o r COm ple te l JUality Cart· ror 

certain conditions, especiall y w hen comple teness of care and setTices do nor happen in one 

;ttlmiss ion o r in one instance b ut in a seri es of t·imt·-bound interventions th;ll' hnppen within a period 

(i.e within 90 days) . Examples of these conditions and p rocedures thnt ~boule! be deemed cxc:mp tet.l 

rrom SJ>C inclutle tlialysis trc.:atmcnt, rad intio n thernpy, b ibreral lens rcmo\'al ant.! rc.:placcmenl (such 

ns for bi.lnl eral ca taracts) , nnd pmsibly chemother;~ p~· and treatment of exacerbation~ o r nslh ma . 

Thc.: Philippine t\cademy o f Ophthalmology, Inc. (P . .-\0) in a prc\' ious letter to the 

( :orporation recommended that nn inten·al of o ne (1) day will help upho ld snfcty stnndards w hile stil l 

mnki ng it prnctical lO achieve..· visual rehnbilita tion in :t timely and e fficicnr mnnn er. ln e ffect, the C)(l

d ny wait before the second procedure is donc.: would be deemed unnecessnry and may C\'en SC..T\T ns a 

limi tntion to acce~s care, especially for Philllcalth members under the Spo nsored Progmm or tho:-t· 

who live in fa r flung nrcns. 

Thus, ns pnrt of the benefit re t'orm po licies to improve benefit :1\'ailment, this circ ular Js 

hereby issued for cntaracl pwcedures wirh the following RVS codes: (,(,983, 6698-+ nnd (,(,9H7. 

I. REIMBURSEMENT RULE FOR CATARACT 

1. l :or cataract procedures, :tn ndditional character s lutU be placed 111 the las t position 
of the nssigned cod e for proper coding as illusrrn rccl be low: 

ICD-10 codes II -le ft (OS) I - right (OD) 2 - bilatc r:tl (OLI) 
RVS codes I - k·ft 2 - nght .1- hihll cral 

C ASE SAMPLE CASE PINAL DIAGNOSIS 

I ( :at;li':I Ct. ( lS < :ata racr, < lS ( II ::!S .~!! . (>(,<)lf'l ) 

2 C:li :II':ICI , ( ll ) c ::11aran. < ll > (11::!5.2! . (,(,•JR'72> 

3 <:a taracl. c ll ' C::llar:u: r. C)( I ( I 1 25.2~. (>(,'JH-.21 
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a. For bilalr:ral cataract procedures done in one operative session, or two 
cataract procedures done with less th a n one day interval (within same or 
different confinement) claims shall b e paid as one package . ' ' 

CASE 
DATE OF 

SAMPLE CASE 
CASE DATE OF 

CONFINEMENT RATE OPERATION AVAILMENT 

1 .J uly 1 - ~. ~013 
Catamct, OU <( 

( 1 1~5. 22. 669871 ) 
1'16.000 July 1, ~0 1 3 P ay as 1''1 6,000 

C:1tarac t, ( >S 1'16,000 July 1, 2013 ( I 1~5.20.. 66987!) ')' 
~ J uly 1 -2,2013 Pay as I' 16.000 

Ca taract, OD 
(I 125.21. 66987! ) <f' 1'16,000 .Ju ly 2, 20 13 

July1,~013 
Cataract. OS 

1'16.000 July 1',, ~0 1 3 P ay as 1' '16.000 (11 25. ~11. 66987 .t) 1¥ 
3 

Jul y ~. ~0 1 3 
C::lt:lract, C)[) of 

(I 1 25.~1. 669fl7! ) 
1' 16.000 .Ju ly 2.20 13 Denied 

b . F or cataract procedures done with a m inimum of one d ay interval (in on e 
confmement -Ol~clifferent-eon·fmement dates), -claims sh all be paid as two 
separate packages . .As such, these procedures shall be excluded fro m th e 
rule on single p eriod o f confinement. 

CASE DATEOF ·- -;:-SJ'\:MP.LE .. CA.SE 
CASE DATE OF 

AVAILMENT 
CONFINEMENT "' ~.~~~,~~~.J ~~,nr.tv;u~,"j.J;;M~ ··-RAIE _ 9PERATION 

~J,.._. •• ,_,~ -

; "' I~" ~~~:Ji '• • • ;J, I!Jil1i o~gl ., . (' . ;_p~~·· ' . 
• ..:~V'·k~-1 ~~l Il'.~ ; I ' 

(I r25.21l,66987 :.: .__ - •I) • t ; , .J uly I, 2013 Pay as two packages 
I July 1 - 3, 2013 ; ' . ·• r· ·· I' 16.000 + 1'16,000 

,Caforacr, G,_) L} ~! '1.1'16.000 Jul)· 3 , 2013 = 1'3~.000 
( 1~25 .. ~1. 66987~) i 

---r::t·caracr-,- os_:'iV ... 
July 1, ~01 3 ! • . 1'16 000 .Ju l)' 1. ~013 P ay as two packages ... .. _ 

:;;~tl:!?,'5:;0..Q;:I!_?2~~11' . . r.~·'. J'·r~; 
2 .. I' 16.000 + I' 16.000 

.J ul y 3, 2013 
Camracr, OD cy 1'16.000 J uly3, 2013 = !'32,000 

(1125.21, 6698~) 

II. REP EALIN G CLAUSE 

All provisions of previous issuances that arc inconsistent with any provisions o f this Circular are 
hereby amended/ m ocli£i.ed/ or repealed accordingly. 

III. SEPARABIL ITY CLAUSE 

In the even t that a part or provision o f this Circular is declared unauthorized or rendered invalid 
by any Court of Law or competent authority, those provisions no t affected by such declaration 
shaU remain v alid and effective. 

IV. EFFECTIVITY 
• ;,t-rr· 1\"~i;~ · , 't.)(f! .:i~tl! t: 'l.~~•· i •;, ol'1 ' ,.,: I ·~~ ..-": · 

This Circular shall take effe~t' ifi'tt~-~;ct$}.-'#~Y,~!'a:·rih ~4.~:>lica tion in any newspaper of general 
circulation and shall be deposited thereafter-~vith the National Administrative Register at the 
University of the Philippines La entlfr. . '' I' I. 
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