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) : ALL PHILHEALTH MEMBERS, ACCREDITED
PROVIDERS, PHILHEALTH REGIONAL OFFICES (PROs),
AND ALL OTHERS CONCERNED

SUBJECT 2 Exemption of Cataract Surgery to the Rule on Single Period of
Confinement

The Rule on Single Period of Confinement (SPC) was devised 1o assure that quality care is
provided to patient-members or dependents of Phill Lealth. Tr specifically describes that readmissions
within 90 days of a procedure or confinement is highly discouraged and must be avoided by having
health care institutions provide complete, optimum care to patients prior to discharge. The Rule also
serves 1o prevent gaming of providers that discharge patients only to readmit them within a few days

1n order to access payments from Phill Tealth,

FHowever, such rule has its limitations when it comes to coneepts of complete quality care for
certain conditions, especially when completeness of care and services do not happen in one
admission or in one instance bul in a series of time-bound interventions that happen within a period
(i.c within 90 days). lLixamples of these conditions and procedures that should be deemed exempred
from SPC include dialysis treatment, radiaton therapy, bilateral lens removal and replacement (such

as for bilateral cataracts), and possibly chemotherapy and treatment of exacerbations of asthma.

The Philippine Academy of Ophthalmology, Inc. (PAO) in a previous letter to the
Corporation recommended that an interval of one (1) day will help uphold safety standards while still
making it practical to achieve visual rehabilitation in a tmely and efficient manner. In effect, the 90-
day wait before the second procedure is done would be deemed unnecessary and may even serve as a
limiration to access care, especially for Phill lealth members under the Sponsored Program or those
who live in far Hlung arcas.

Thus, as part of the benefit reform policies to improve benefit availment, this circular is

hereby issued for cataract procedures with the following RVS codes: 66983, 66984 and 6GY87.

I. REIMBURSEMENT RULE FOR CATARACT

1. lor cataract procedures, an additional character shall be placed in the last position
of the assigned code for proper coding as tlustrated below:

ICD-10 codes 0 —left (OS) | — right (O12) 2 — hilateral (OL)
RVS codes 1 — lefi 2 — nght 3 — bilateral
CASE SAMPLL CASE FINAL DIAGNOSIS
| Cataract, (5 Caataract, OIS (1125.20, 669871)
= (Cataract, D) Cataract, QD) (1125.21. 669872)
3 Cararact, (! Cararace, O (1125.22, 669873)
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a. Fot bilateral cataract procedures done in one operative session, or two
cataract procedures done with less than one day interval (within same or
different confinement), claims shall be paid as one package.

DATE OF CASE DATE OF
CAS
E | conFINEMENT | SAMPLECASE | puqp | OPERATION ARSI
Cataract, OU
1] - 2.3 2 By ' A
1 July 1-2,2013 (1125.22, 66987])‘]/ 16,000 July 1, 2013 Pay as 1"16.,000
Cataract, Q8 A
(119500, 66oa7yy ¥ | P16:000 | July1,2013
2 July 1-2,2013 Pay as ’16,000
Cataract, O 116.000 July 2, 2013
(1125.21, 669872) e S
Cartaract, Q8 ] ;
q July 1,2013 (135,90, 66og7ny¥ | P16:000 | July 1, 2013 Pay as 116,000
2
Cararacr, Q12
2. % . 11
July 2, 2013 (195,91, geoa7g ¥| P16:000 | July 2,2013 Denied
b. For cataract procedures done with a minimum of one day interval (in onc
confinement -or-different-confinement dates), claims shall be paid as two
separate packages. As such, these procedures shall be excluded from the
rule on single period of confinement.
DATE OF " CASE DATE OF "
CASE | CONFINEMENT fE: .ni‘,*}fpfgﬁugﬁ? - }-RATE | OPERATION | AVAILMENT
' Cammgagin, cpiome syl
- (1135 ‘fﬂ 7)6}982'71' {. | Pl 600-0‘_ ¥ July 1, 2013 Pay as two packages
1 July 1 —3,2013° T B 16,000 + 16,000
' ataract. p '3 = 132,000
1125.21, 669872 ¥'['w16,000 July 3,2013
)
o T Cataracts QOS-G T _
July 1,2013 u--..‘:Z‘;:ct‘lﬂ*j;g_Q;:Q(,f:Jgjr'l)&/ I 1_6_.;9.(‘)-9:; Juily 1,2013 Pay as two packages
2 — T o 1’16.000 + 116,000
Cataract, QD = 1"32,000
| > , el 8
July 3,2013 (112501, ceos )Y | P16:000 [ jJuly 3,2013

REPEALING CLAUSE
All provisions of previous issuances that are inconsistent with any provisions of this Circular are
hereby amended/modified/or repealed accordingly.

SEPARABILITY CLAUSE
In the event that a part or provision of this Circular is declared unauthotized or rendered invalid
by any Court of Law or competent authority, those provisions not affected by such declaration
shall remain valid and effective.

i’

EFFECTIVITY

This Circular shall take cffect fiftedn,. L1557 a s after pubhc'mon in any newspaper of general
CllCLll‘lthﬂ and slnl] be deposucd thELL"lftel “with the National Administrative Register at the

enter. ~ o
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