Republic af the Phitippines
PHILIPPINE HEALTH INSURANCE CORPORATION

Citystate Cenire, 7049 Shaw Roulevard,
Healthbne &1 79005 MH':?
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ALL ACCREDITED HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS, PHILHEALTH

REGIONAL OFFICES, CLAIMS DEPARTMENT, AND ALL
OFFICES CONCERNED

SUBJECT :_lmplementing Guidelines for Phillicalth Circular No. 17 £,2007

Pursuant to PhilHealth Ciscular No. 17, s 2007 which provides for the “discontinuance of
compensability of claims for cataract surgery performed during medical missions and thru
other reermtment schemes and limiting the oumber of compensable claims for cataract
surgery,”  the  Corporation  shall adopt the following guidelnes  for
implementanon:

1. For the purpose of this pobicy, PhilHeakth refers o the definition of the following terms:

s “MEDICAL MISSION" or “CATARACT MISSION" is an outreach progmm for
humanitarian / non-profit purposes that provides free cataract surgery o people of
all ages who have limited or no means to pay.

*  “CATARACT SURGERY™ is the removal of the lens of the eye that has developed
an opactfication, which is referred to as a eatamct. Following surgical removal of the
natural lens, an artficial mtraccular lens is implanted. Catzract surgery 1s generslly
performed by an ophrhalmologist (eye surgeon) ar an ambulatory or inpatient setting,
in a surgical center or hospiral, using local anesthesia (either topical, penbulbar, or
retrobulbar) or general anesthesia in special circumsmnces. The cataract surgenes

KV | Prcates

; af an s

Rermnal of LAIEERC | P pomierl vl SISl e b Eer fryskomd | warch pomeo-scho e
i, Wi o WD =

Removal of kens sierisl; sapirabion Echnigue, onc o more Vg -:I

o uitrssonic
—E!E it o wlkout witrecioeTy
intrcapenlay

| racaposter, for glalocutes lons
@%ﬁﬂm

[Frtracemesier caamrect removel of Enrsacuisr lem prosihess (one s e procedure ), (imsgetion e
LA = e -
[ty catmnct rmrmoval we' (msertion of orcculer lens prosthesis fone mege procedure b, (&5 -
phacoesulsificion)

sisl&s,a| BE

iﬁﬁ' i

o 1_1 j-ﬂ-"‘l.'ﬂl‘ .l

r fecnsds

% = W'm
¥ Y lud

cEHT!FIEﬁ Trut cowy




2. All claims (includes PAQO- National- and LGU-sponsared) for cataract surgenes shall not
be compensated if performed under any of the following conditinns:

2.1. The health care provider/s (professional and/or institution) solicit/s patients
through any mesns or form or through any medium that violates the code of ethics
of the Philippine Academy of Ophthalmology; Lc., he/she offers to or receives from
a fellow physician, allied health professional or independent sobicitor any fee(s) or
favaor(s) for the purpose of obeining patients,

2.2. Medical missions in which a health care provider has linked up with a non-
povernment or an instiution in the guise of charity or community
service for the sole purpose of soliciting Phill{calth patients.

2.3. Medical missions limited to PhilHealth members / beneficanes only

24. Medical missions done for profit or anything that brings profir but does not
promote the best mterest of the pan

2.5 The bealth care provider/s (professional and/or instirution) solicit/s patents
through other recruitment schemes for the purpose of enrollment to PhilHealth.
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catarnct surgery projects  shall be subject w0  additional provisons m  the
Memorandum of Agreement between PhilHealth and PAC).

4. Natiomal Government or Local Government Unit (LGLU)-sponsored missions conducted
n any PhilHealth-accredited government facility shall be compensable subject to provisions
n ftem no. 2, The professional fees shall be pooled subject to provisions stipulated in Rule
VI (Payment of Claims) Section 47 of Implementing Rules and Regulations of PhilHealth.
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the use of recruitment schemes, or duning the conduct of & medical mission, unless herein

specified, shall cause suspension of processing of claims pending legal investigation.

6. Identified ernng PhilHealth-accredited providers shall be referred to the Commitree on
Fithics and Practice Management of PAO for appropriate scuon without prejudice to further
action of the Corporation.

7. PhilHealth-accredited providers (both professional and instrutional providers) found to
have violated this circular, after due process, shall be recommended for non-renewal or

suspension or revocation of accreditanion.
All other issuances inconsistent herein are hereby repealed and modified acenedngly.
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Acting Presidemt & CEO
Diate Signed_1(_N0yaber 2007
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