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SUBJECT : Amendment to PhilHealth Circular No. 26 of 2003:
PhilHealth Coverage of Avian Influenza and
Influenza Pandemic

Pursuant to PhilHealth Board Resolution No. 880, 5.2006, PhilHealth benefit for Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) is expanded to include coverage of avian influenza and influenza
pandemic. The following rules apply to all claims for SARS, avian influenza and influenza

pandemic:

I. Coverage

A. Avian Influenza/Influenza Pandemic

1. Avian Influenza (AI) or “bird flu” is a contagious disease normally infecting animals that
may cause serious illness when transmitted to humans. Influenza pandemic (IP) occurs
when a new influenza A vitus appeats in the human population and then spreads easily
from person to person worldwide.

2. ‘This benefit covers only avian influenza or influenza pandemic caused by subtypes of avian
influenza A virus tecognized by the Department of Health (DOH) as risks to human health
and capable of creating influenza pandemic. This includes:

a. Avian influenza A virus H5N1; or

b. New subtypes of Avian influenza A virus that have never circulated among humans; &

c. Other subtypes of Avian influenza A virus that have not circulated among humans for a
long time

3. Excluded from this benefit are the following:

a. Influenza-like illnesses (ILI) and;

b. Other seasonal outbreaks of influenza caused by established flu viruses (e.g., HINI,
HIN2 and H3N2) that occur widely in humans

These cases of influenza are covered by the regular hospitalisation benefits of PhilHealth.

B. Systemic Acute Respiratory Syndrome

1. Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) is a respiratory viral infection caused by a
coronavirus — SARS CoV.

2. 'This benefit covets only probable and confirmed cases of SARS identified by DOH.

3. Patients classified only as SARS suspect cases are not covered by this benefit. Moreover,
cases of acute respiratory illness where an alternative diagnosis can fully explain the illness
are excluded from this benefit.

II. Benefit

1. This benefit may be availed of by qualified PhilHealth members (including Overseas
Workers Program) and dependents identified by DOH as cases of SARS or avian
influenza/pandemic influenza. For confinements abroad, it must be certified by the
attending physician

2. Except for confinements abroad, patients availing this benefit must be admitted in a DOH-

designated SARS or AI/IP hospital.









